
8:00 Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:30 Welcome

Hon. Bev Perry
Mayor, City of Brea and President,
Southern California Association of Governments

Hon. Tod Ridgeway
Mayor, City of Newport Beach and Member,
Regional Council, Southern California
Association of Governments

8:40 Opening Remarks

Ruben Barrales
Deputy Assistant to the President and 
Director of Intergovernmental Affairs
The White House

Hon. Ron Loveridge
Mayor, City of Riverside and Member, Regional
Council, Southern California Association of
Governments
CONFERENCE MODERATOR

9:05 Are We Edging Out of Recession? 
The Outlook for the U.S. and California 

Stephen Levy
Director and Senior Economist
of the Center for Continuing Study of the
California Economy (CCSCE)

ASSUMPTIONS FOR LOCAL PLANNING: 
Forecasts for the Regional Economy in 2004-2005

9:25 Dr. Lisa Grobar
Director, Economic Forecast Project and
Professor of Economics, California State
University, Long Beach

9:45 Dr. Anil Puri 
Dean, College of Business and Economics and 
Co-Director, Institute for Economic and
Environmental Studies, California State
University, Fullerton

10:15 BREAK

10:25 “Operation Jump-Start”: 
Reversing the Region’s Economic Decline

Mark Pisano 
Executive Director, 
Southern California Association of Governments

11:00 Ports, Trucks, Trains and Planes: 
Keeping the Region on the Move
Hon. Mark Ridley-Thomas
Assemblymember,
California Assembly District 48
PANEL MODERATOR 

Peter J. Rickershauser
Vice President, Network Development, 
The Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Railroad
Company

Larry Keller
Executive Director, Port of Los Angeles

Stephanie Williams
Vice President 
California Trucking Association

Ralph Tourino
Vice President, Space Support Systems, 
Lockheed Martin Corp

12:00 LUNCHEON

12:45 Keynote Presentation

Mr. Justo Frias
President, Gigante USA, Inc.

1:20 Closing Remarks

Dr. Bruce DeVine
Chief Economist, 
Southern California Association of Governments

1:25 Conference Evaluation Form

1:30 PROGRAM ENDS
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